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Message from the Prez’ 

 
We have recently had a few questions about ice condition and why it does what it 
does. So in light of the fact we have just shaved our ice over the holidays and many of 
you will be watching some of the best curlers on the best ice in the province, I thought 
I would share an article with you from the Scottish Ice Curling Group (SICG). 
What is good ice?  Everyone has his own opinion, often influenced by whether the 
game had been won or lost. "Some draw, in places, at times" was a description used 
after a competition – that was definitely NOT good ice. "Not bad" is a common reply 
after a game – "not bad" does not equal "good". "Okay" does not mean good either. 
What we would like to hear is “Great!!” 

Definition 

During the writing of Curling Ice Explained for the WCF, the Specific Definition of 
Curling Ice was one of the first sections to be addressed, and one of the last to be 
finished. Everyone of any significance was consulted, including players, coaches, ice 
technicians and officials from all levels of play. It was not consensus that proved 
difficult to achieve, it was simply a determination to leave no stone unturned (pardon 
that!) in the determination to have a valid definition of curling ice. For the draw or 
curl the conclusion was, and still is: To play an offensive game with many stones in 
play, the curl with naturally-matured stones (see above) should be 4 foot on a draw – 
not less and not more. This will allow for draws around a guard stone with adequate 
distance between the guard and hidden stone. It is possible with good precision to 
play a “freeze”, and even to be able to push a hidden stone. 
 For the speed and behaviour of the stone travelling down the sheet the conclusion 
was, and still is: To have the same speed and curl in the beginning of a game as at the 
end is important, because the teams can begin the offensive play immediately without 
risking too much. A good draw weight should be 24-25 seconds (hog to tee) all over 
the sheet from the first end to the last on both the in-turn and out-turn. There should 
also be good “living” in the stone, which means that the stone shouldn’t slow down 
too fast at the end of the movement and should be easy to sweep. 
Yet, strangely, even these definitions seem vague and less than specific. This clearly 
illustrates that a definition of curling ice is no simple matter, and fulfilling the 
requirements of a definition would be much more difficult than simply writing a few 
words. So even after these definitions being presented the true definition is still open 
to debate. With that said, please be aware that the board is constantly talking with Jim 
and Joe to make sure we at least have consistent ice that has the above characteristics. 
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Club Passings 

 

Deepest sympathy is extended to 
Bobbie Bleiler over the recent 
death of her father 

 

Congratulations ... 

 

To Danielle Inglis and Tracey 
O’Leary for winning the Junior 
Ladies Provincials.  Good Luck in 
Sudbury! 
To Hollie Nicol and her rink of 
Laura Hickey, Clancy Grandy and 
Hilary McDermott for their great 
showing at the Provincials. 
 To Simon Barrick, Rob Fry & 
Geoff Chambers for their great 
showing at the Junior Men’s 
Provincials. 
To Simon Barrick for winning the 
most sportsmanlike player at the 
Provincials. 
 

Upcoming  Events 

 

Taking Curling to the Street 

January 19, 2008 

Bereaved Families Bonspiel 

January 19, 2008 

Ladies Open Bonspiel 

February 11, 2008 

Hospice Bonspiel (open) 

February 16, 2008 

Lea Bauman Masters Bonspiel  

February 20, 2008 

Heart & Stroke Bonspiel (open) 

February 22, 2008 

Curl-i-bbean Rotospiel 

February 23, 2008 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Did You Know...Saturday Morning Club 

 
During the early years of the Granite Club, Saturday curling with 
sponsored Jitneys – the entry fee was 25 cents – was a popular 
competition.  In the early ‘40’s, after the cocktail lounge was 
opened on the second floor, some curlers gathered for a friendly 
drink.  Out of those informal gatherings the Saturday morning 
Club – more properly the Saturday Morning Curling and Luncheon 
Club – came into being with lunch being served. 
 
Officially, the club dates to 1943, as the Most Noble Tribe of 
Granite Indians, or Jock’s Rangers (after the late D.G.P. (Jock) 
Forbes).  The club constitution, the work of H.E.(Hep) Power, 
calls for “this most Noble Tribe to forefather each Saturday at the 
time of the sun going over the yard-arm, during the season of the 
Hack and House at the tribal encampment at the bar of the Granite, 
in the Valley of the Stones and Brooms, for the express purpose of 
thumbing their noses at obligations, responsibilities and creditors.” 
 
That, very succinctly, spells the meaning and purpose of the group.  
The membership is limited and by invitation; at present it numbers 
18.  Membership in the Granite Club as well as support of and 
service to the Granite Club are prerequisites to membership. 
 
The club is involved in two annual functions: A ladies’ night for 
wives and widows of past members and a Christmas luncheon. 
There was also a challenge game with the Westmount Indians for a 
number of years.   The Westmount Indians are an offshoot of the 
Granite group, being formed after the Westmount Curling Club 
was opened and Granite curlers with Westmount golfing 
memberships transferred to that club. 
 

Friday Night Mixed  

  
THE CARPET STORE Friday night mixed league wants to again 
thank Davenport Catering for sponsoring the Christmas Jitney and 
providing the great food.  If you are looking to cater an event or 
just want a good quick lunch, drop by their location on Davenport, 
just North of Northfield Drive, in Waterloo. 
  
Our third round will begin Friday February 15th after the TSC 
Ontario Men's event (remember no regular curling Friday February 
8th).  We will run a seven game round-robin event again that will 
run through Friday March 28th, and then have a two week playoff 
(all teams qualify) that will run April 4rth and 11th.  There will 
be a banquet after the Playoff Finals on April 11th. 
  
If teams need a specific bye next round, let me know and we will 
try to arrange it. 

 

 

 

 



 

Granite Club Volunteer Recruitment 

 

The Granite Club will be host to the Kiwanis Music Festival from April 28 to May 3, 2008. Tentatively all the 
string classes and string ensembles will be held in the facility. 
The Festival is a not for profit organization celebrating 60 years of serving youth this year. Go to 
www.kwkiwanismusicfestival.org for more information on the Festival. 
The competitions require many volunteers and we would welcome Granite Club members who have a few 
hours the week of the festival to spend some time helping out during the sessions at the Club.  We will be 
running morning and afternoon sessions most days of the festival, and we require 2 volunteers at each session 
for approximately 3 hours. 
If you can help out with even one session it is greatly appreciated. You will enjoy the music and the 
excitement of the competition. 
If you are available please contact Malcolm Shantz (volunteer coordinator) at: 
519 886 5824 or email him at: ashantz@golden.net 

 

Hot, Hot, Hot! Coming Sat. February 23 from Cheapo Vacations!!!  

 

Tired of winter? Then dig out your shorts and sunscreen and pack your bags for the CURL-I-BBEAN 
ROTOSPIEL. Departure time is 6:45PM, Saturday February 23rd aboard Granite Air. Itinerary will include lots 
of activities with four, two end games of curling, food, prizes, and a bar that is always open (not to be confused 
with an open bar). 
Cost will be $10.00 per person based on quad occupancy. Single, double and triple supplements are also 
available. Families and guests are welcome but kids must share large rocks with adults. For additional details 
and bookings watch for the self-serve ticketing kiosk in Granite Departure Lounge. Your travel representative 
is Dave Leitch: 519-746-4476, email: skipsdontsweep@hotmail.com - Passenger limit is 96 (2 draws).                      
 
 

Little Rock Curling 

 

Little Rock Curling is an exciting place to be this year! 
 
Several teams have been attending bonspiels and have placed well.   In St Thomas, one of the teams placed 
third and in Fergus they placed first.   Over the next months, teams will be traveling to the Glanford Curling 
Club,  Dundas Valley Curling Club,  Elmira Curling Club, Westmount Golf and Country Club and Galt 
Curling Club.   Keep up the good work! 
 
To keep our curlers competitive with other clubs,  we have been working on the Skills Awards program 
written by Curl Ontario.  The program has six levels,  starting at the basics for a beginner and working through 
to skills required at a competitive level.   At the beginning of the year,  each curler was handed a package that 
included notes on terms,  etiquette and strategy.  Each level has an on-ice and written portion.  All the curlers 
passed the first level with flying colours!  In the coming months,  we plan to move to the second level,  which 
is just a bit more technical.    
 
At this point,  I would like to issue a challenge to all club members,   to complete  the Skills Awards program.    
Don’t worry,  you get more than once change to score a passing grade. 
 
The Little Rocks finished off December with Family Day.   The kids invited their parents to curl a few ends 
with them.   The parents,  most of who are non-curlers, were given a few minutes of instruction and then sent 
out on the ice.  The kids had a wonderful time showing off to their parents,  and the parents were able to 
develop a new understanding for the game. 
 



 
There are many other exciting events planned for the next few months.  At the end of the season,  the club will 
be hosting the Monkey Spiel.  This is a combined event one draw of Little Rocks and another of Bantams.  
Last year teams come from as far as Rochester, New York.  Teams come as a country of their choice,  and 
wear costumes to match.   The kids from the Granite are already discussing who they want to be. 
 
Cindy Wright 
Convenor 
Little Rocks 
 

Day Ladies Curling 

 
The Christmas & Friendship Jitney held on Tuesday, December 18 was convened by Sylvia Bell along with 
co-conveners Barb Ready, Sharon Lidstone and Jean Price.   
The results were as follows: 
1

st 
    Lorna Allen/Myrna Saunders, Bev Short, Sandy Elliott, Sherri Helmka 

2
nd

 Virginia Nalasco, Dixie Anderson, Linda Egleston, Joan Stubgen 

3
rd

 Jean Richardson, Pam Krokoszynski, Ruth Mc Laren,  
Laureine Thomas/Wanda Bauer  

4
th

  Marilyn Roberts, Enid Mills, Donna Haycock, Joyce Bell 
Joyce Bell was the traveling prize winner. 

For 30 years Camerons Flowers has sponsored this event and we thank them for their continued support and 
generosity. 
Current members along with 30 former members enjoyed the festivities and sing-a-long which was 
accompanied by Jason White at the keyboard.   

 

The M & M Meats Event was convened by Rita Reitzel and co-convened by Virginia Nalasco. 
Winners - Jean Price, Rita Reitzel, Martha Milne, Virginia Tkach 
Runners up -    Joan Stubgen, Marcia Condon, Sue Hallman, Anne Patterson 
 
Ongoing Events 
Monday p.m. - Tri-County Club Championship 

 Conveners: Lorna Allen and Ilse Hoffman 
Tuesday p.m. - Sweeping to Victory Event 

Conveners: Bonnie Ladano and Jan Wilson 
Thursday a.m. - Snowflake Event 
  Conveners: Dorothy Hinschberger and Linda Egleston 
Inter-City  Conveners: Marg Meyer and Marcia Condon.   
 
Coming Events 
* No Curling week of February 4 – 10  Ontario Men’s Tankard 
* No curling Monday February 25   Blue Flame Bonspiel 

Tri-County Playoffs –  Wed. Jan. 23 at 1:30 
    Mon. Jan. 28 at 1:00 (& Pot of Gold for interested curlers) 
    Wed. Jan. 30 at 2:00 
Ladies Bonspiel in the Park -   Monday February 11 at 9:30 and 1:15 

Convener: Barb Ready, Co-convener: Lorna Allen 
Granite Classic Event- begins Thursday February 14  at 9:15 
Fudge’s In-Club Bonspiel -   Monday February 18 at 9:15 and 12:45 
  Convener:  Sharon Lidstone, Co-conveners: Sandy Elliott, Meribeth Anderson,  Gail Boyko 
Galt Exchange – Monday February 25 in Galt 
The Inter-City closing Luncheon and Jitney will be held on March 19 at Westmount Golf and Country Club. 


